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planned for the main-floor “common house” 
promise the freedom to continue with the 
couple’s shop projects, painting and stained 
glass work. Other members look forward to 
making music together, and all welcome the 
prospect of regular community dinners. 

Already, during the planning phase, 
monthly business meetings are capped with 
potluck meals featuring fabulous food and 
stimulating conversations. The 25 people, 
representing 15 households, who have 
bought into the community so far (six units 
remain available) come from many walks 
of life. Farmers, blue-collar workers, small 
businesspeople, educators, nurses, clergy and 
writers all join the eclectic mix who have 
found common ground at Wolf Willow.

One shared value is a strong concern 
for the environment. Some members, like 
Shockey, have long worked for sustainability. 

Others, like Lynn and Lawrie Stewart, recog-
nized the need to change their way of living. 
The Stewarts worked for many years in the 
far north, but became perturbed by the huge 
ecological footprint of trucking everything in 

from great distances. Coming to where the 
supply lines are shorter, and sharing a single 
building with 20 other households instead of 
stringing them out in separate dwellings over 
several blocks, made a lot of sense.

Nor is this just any single building. It 
has been planned with the environment in 
mind. R40 walls and passive solar features 
mean that, as “Wolfies” like to boast, “You’ll 
be able to heat this place with a hair dryer!”  
Rainwater collection systems will reduce 
water use, while also providing that special 
boost that only rainwater gives to gardens. 
Such features, along with the opportunity 
to share equipment and resources, and the 
community’s central location within walk-
ing, biking, and bussing distance of down-
town, reduce not only environmental impact 
but the cost of living.

Although Wolf Willow is a pioneering 
effort—Saskatchewan’s first cohousing 
development, and the first seniors’ cohous-
ing in all of Canada—it benefits from plenty 
of solid experience. Project manager Ronaye 
Matthew, who lives in cohousing herself 
in BC, has shepherded a number of such 
projects into existence. Similarly, Mobius 
Architecture, the firm Wolf Willow engaged, 
has drawn the plans for other cohousing 
developments. With nine completed projects 
in Canada, and eight more in various stages 
of development, plus a half-century interna-
tional history, cohousing is much more than 
an experiment. 

The Wolf Willow website (wolfwillowco-
housing.ca) tells more about the Saskatoon 
project, and about cohousing in general. 

Everyone is invited to a ground-breaking 
ceremony on Friday, March 25 at 2pm, at the 
Doukhobor Prayer Home (adjacent to the Wolf 
Willow property) on Avenue I (a half block 
north of 17th Street).

What would make a man leave a 
prize winning, ecologically inno-
vative home he had built with his 

own hands?  

Another visionary project, combining 
green architecture and a design fostering 
community, with the promise of aging in 
place close to Saskatoon’s cultural heart.

Wolf Willow Cohousing, a 21-unit apart-
ment-style development within a kilometre 
of  the Farmers’ Market in Riversdale, began 
as a gleam in the eye of a small group of 
friends several years ago. It breaks ground 
Friday, March 25 and should be ready for 
occupancy next spring.

For renowned stackwall builder Cliff 
Shockey and his wife, artist Sylvie Francoeur, 
the death of 11 friends and acquaintances, 
some younger, over the course of about a 
year, forced the recognition that life and 
health doesn’t go on forever, and that they 
should look for a place they would actually 
want to move to, before being forced by cir-
cumstance into someplace they wouldn’t. 

Theirs is a growing need. Seniors, who 
currently comprise about 13% of Saskatoon’s 
population, are expected to grow to 23% 
over the next 15 years. 

Cohousing, a brilliant answer for many 
people of all ages, can be especially attractive 
for seniors. Unlike a co-operative, cohousing 
members own their homes; unlike a condo-
minium, decisions are made by consensus, 
and the development is structured to foster 
community. The balance of privacy and an 
old-fashioned neighbourhood makes for an 
enviable quality of life.

“I’ve been continually impressed with the 
whole project,” affirms Shockey. The spa-
cious workshop and multi-purpose rooms 
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