
Seniors build cohousing community 

By Anne-Marie Hughes

SASKATOON - A group of Saskatoon seniors is developing a new kind 
of community housing, called Wolf Willow Cohousing. 

The cohousing project began 10 years ago with the vision “To live in an 
urban environment close to good neighbours, to care about each other, 
share community activities and celebrate life. We believe in social 
justice and in taking responsibility for our actions and interactions.” 

Members see this as a chance to live independently but with support 
from friends and neighbours who share values and choose to live out 
their faith in a communal style that reflects their desire to help each 
other and the community at large, says member Eileen MacKenzie.  

Cohousing is a concept that originated in Denmark and has moved into 
Europe and North America. The Wolf Willow project will be the first in 
Saskatoon and the first to offer cohousing to a core group of 55 and 
over. There is no limit on how old members can be, the mean age at 
this point being 62. 

Cohousing is an alternative approach to developing a building, explains 
MacKenzie. The prospective neighbours plan and create their homes 
and community. Their intention is to balance the need for privacy with 
the desire to interact with neighbours. The physical space allows for 
spontaneous connection among community members. 

Cohousing is different from a co-operative, in that members own their 
own unit, and it is different from condo living in that members are part 
of the design process and are looking for communal interaction. 

Quality of life for seniors is a common concern. “We are getting older 
and don't want to slip into the slope of old age,” says MacKenzie. “We 
want a quality of life where there is independence but also support, 
looking out for each other as opposed to taking care of each other.” 

The building will include 21 self-contained condominiums in a variety of 
sizes. The individual units will overlook common facilities that include a 
kitchen and dining area large enough for the whole community to share 
meals and hold celebrations when they choose. Two guest rooms and 
a common laundry with easy access from all units are also planned. 

The common area will also have a multipurpose room with space for 
projects and a workshop.  

Members come from different faiths and denominations, but they all 
share a desire to create housing according to their shared goals. One 
goal is to have a small environmental footprint. They have included 
many design features that are energy efficient.  

The project will be located in the Riversdale area of Saskatoon, where 
land prices were accessible and members saw building and investing 
as a great way to be part of the city's revitalization plans for the 
neighbourhood. 

MacKenzie sees the location as a dynamic place, close to downtown 
and services. The location hearkens back to the original vision.  

“The mayor and city council want to revitalize the neighbourhood,” says 
MacKenzie, “It's got to start somewhere. We want to be part of the 
start.”
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